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i ~ GIRARD - ' The agreement in
i which the city would have gained
i ownership of the Qhio Leather
: Works property feli apart because’
i of the constructiop timetable.

The schedule for Leatherworks

{ Parmership to develop the land was
i "not satisfactory,” Arty. joseph Rafi-
gaufmanner:m:p general manager,
i said F

rida
“They dxdn t feel they could meet

it,” Rafidi said of the partners, Gor-
i don Schaff and Ralph Carestia, both
- of the Washington, B.C., area.

Schaff, Rafidi said, had given his

? aporoval of the seftlement agree-

rment, but Carestia is the financier
and raised questions about the tim-
ing of construction on the 27 acres
Jong U5, Route'422,

Rafidi had said he would recom-
mend approval r Carestia.

Continued From Bl

Instruction on lawsuic When
that ¢idn't happen, Mayor James
Melfi instructed Atty, Richard
Zebars of Youngstown to go ferward
with the lawsuit

Rafidi acknowiedged Melfi nego-

fiated the settlement in good faith,
The mayor wanted t© hold the com-
pany's “feet 1o the fire” to assurz
work got under way.

Buc he said the pariners have
constructed buildings around the
country and are familiar with the
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Thedtyhadﬂedaforedosure
action in Trumbull Cotinry Cormmon
-Pleas Cou.rt agamst Laatherworks

e T B g
gt

$200:000. in fines betause of zan-
ing violations and $75,000 for de-
mahshmg a building on the site af-
ter a 1395 fire because it had be-

- come a safety hazard.

The timetabie called for Leather-

*wurks Partnership to break ground

for construction of a building in two
yearsandcompleteicinayear, |

If envircnmenta! ~ problems ;
crapped up on the land, the com- |
pany would receive a six-month ex- {
tens:on ;

"’I‘hey didn't feel they could meet |
it,” Rafidi said of the construction | '
schedule, noting the partner were I
lockmg at safn years for construc—
tom . .

On Tuesday the partnersth was
supposed (o give the city the de¢d
to the property and-$25,000 as 2
‘partial payment for the demolmm

‘work.

See Leathsr Works on Page B2

time it takes.

“t can see both sides.” Rafidi said.
Rafidi said he believes Melfi

would have worked with the part-
nership if added construction time
was needed, but pointed out Melfl
will not always be mayor.

Rafidi said the partnership has

spent $360,000 to purchase the
property and rerain an architect. He
noted the building that burned was

not insured because it was vacant.
making the premiums (o¢ expen-

sive.




